
Moderators: Lynn Hershman Leeson, Chair of SFAI’s Film department, and Christiane Paul, 
Adjunct Curator of New Media Arts at the Whitney Museum of American Art

Participants: Henrik Bennetsen, Char Davies, Scott Kildall and Second Front, 
Howard Rheingold (via Second Life), Scott Snibbe, and Camille Utterback

A panel discussion and virtual performance event, From Cinema to Machinima—Software, Database, and the 
Moving Image will explore the many ways in which the digital medium has reconfigured, even transformed, the 
moving image and thereby redefined concepts of cinema. Whether through software processes or interaction by 
the viewer, image sequences have become discrete units that can be remixed in new constellations; indeed, once 
digital interactivity became connected to databases, the possibility of assembling and reconfiguring media 
elements from a compilation of image sequences opened the way to a host of new cinematic forms.

These emerging cinematic forms include database cinema, interactive narrative or non-narrative films, and 
machinima—filmmaking within computer games or 3D virtual worlds, such as Second Life, in which characters 
and events can be controlled either by humans, scripts, or artificial intelligence.

The discussion will be followed by a short performance event in Second Life, which will be broadcast in the Lecture Hall. 
The panel and Q&A with the audience will be streamed live in Second Life.

monday april 14  panel discussion
from cinema to machinima
lecture hall, 800 chestnut street campus
7:30–9:30pm
free and open to the public


